
 
    

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Arts in Strongsville 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: The 18th Annual A Day at the Chalet 

Your Project Summary: A Day at the Chalet, one of Strongsville's most anticipated annual events, is a free 

family interactive outdoor arts festival held at the Cleveland Metroparks Chalet Recreation Area. The 

event includes entertainment for all ages, crafters and educational demonstrations, but the main focus is 

hand-on arts activities for children that are aimed to reinforce or encourage children's interest in, or 

appreciation of, various arts genres. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend Arts In Strongville for full funding by CAC. The application clearly demonstrates 

that they work closely and cooperatively within both the public and arts community of their city, leading 

to a one-day event yielding maximum public benefit. The organization itself appears to me to have the 

capacity to successfully manage this project. The two support videos of the Day at the Chalet event 

furthermore demonstrate that the event is well-attended, well-staffed, and introduces children to a 

number of diverse types of arts. My only issue is that the final support article leads to a dead link. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - This application meets the funding criteria. This is a great example of a project with 

exceptional public benefit and evidence for understanding its community; building relationships with that 

community, and letting that knowledge drive its work. Also, after 17 years of holding this festival, and a 

seasoned board and long-term relationships, I have no doubt about their organizational capacity. After 

watching the videos, I also have no doubt about their ability to accomplish their single goal to "encourage 

attendees - particularly children - to participate in all of the arts and crafts activities we make available ... 

." It's a clear and focused goal, and they've done an impressive job of making sure the narrative links back 

to that goal. There are some other strengths to this application, but I will point out the careful thinking 

shared about measuring progress. Weaker applications state: "We will survey our audience" or "count" 

attendees. This project employs multiple well-outlined methods including inventory analysis to 

"determine the number of children who participated in each of our interactive arts and crafts activities." 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The community of Strongsville clearly benefits 

from this celebratory day that is open to everyone. Volunteers and stakeholders make this event happen, 

so good relationships are vital. This is a vibrant event as evidenced by the wide variety of activities and 

performances, as well as the desire to keep changing some items from year to year while preserving others 

that are popular. Budget and plans are clear and the presence of in-kind support and sponsorship from 

businesses demonstrate strong capacity for this event. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: This event has been running for 17 consecutive years and is estimated to serve 3,000-4,000 

audience members; however, the evaluation plan was not very sophisticated and I am unsure of cultural 

innovation or vibrancy - i.e. if this org has been planning and executing activities at this festival in the 

same way for the past 17 years. While the event is described, little is disclosed concerning planning 

processes as it relates to public benefit, i.e. stakeholder or community engagement  (i.e. curatorial 

process, program development, and/or models for art-making activities with youth). 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community, and seems to also make great use of community partners/collaborator. While this project 

only encompasses one day of activity, the applicant demonstrates a thorough grasp of its community and 

its needs. I was particularly drawn to the project's emphasis of exposing children to arts activities, and the 

subsequent clarity regarding what those activities were. While the budget lacks significant details, the 

festival's previous success makes me confident in the applicant's organizational capacity to carry the 

project through. The support materials were a great example of how to demonstrate artistic vibrancy. My 

one suggestion moving forward would be to identify more tangible measurements for the project's 

success. I believe simply counting children and materials sells the actual impact of the project short. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


